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Welcome and update from Karen & Kevin

his Newsletter marks a milestone for Christopherép
raising awareness and funds to support the research into new and effective drugs for child-
hood cancers. It has been an enlightening time in which we have both learnt a huge amount

about the ficharity worl do. Some of the |l earning Has

some incredibly positive and supportive people and some of it has served as a wake up call that we
need to take heed of certain things. When you start anything as a beginner, you expect to fall into
holes and we have made some mistakes along the road of our first year but hopefully we are able to
take on board the learning and will be wiser the next time around.

This has been a first in several respects T the first year of fundraising and also our first year of life
without Christopher. June was a particularly difficult month emotionally as it was the month in which
Christopher died as well as what would have been his seventh birthday. The feelings of loss are still as
strong and each day we have to find a way of coping with these feelings and our new way of living.
Christopherés Smile is at the same time a memori al tfo
helping to change the outlook for families where children in the future are diagnosed with cancer. One
year on, we remain as steadfast in our determination to achieve our goal and make a much needed
difference.

Donégt June was certainly a notable month as we were awarded our Charitable Status.

We also were in a position to transfer sufficient funds to put in place a scientific

to use the link officer within the paediatric drug development team at The Institute of Cancer
on our website Research. This was our agreed target for our first year T to raise £35,000 in or-

der to fund this position for 12 months. We achieved this target within 9 months
for amazon.co.uk e setting up and we are proud to say that in addition we have also been able to
fund some vital equipment for the team. You will be able to read more about the
new scientific officer role and work being carried out within the drug development
team later in the Newsletter.

In terms of fundraising this year, we are thrilled to announce that not only did we hit

our original target earlier than anticipated, we have exceeded this figure and have

raised morethan £80,000 si nce starting Christopherods S
ber.

We would like to thank each and everyone who has contributed in any way to help-
ing us achieve this. The bar has been set and set high for us to continue into our
second year of fundraising. We are optimistic that with your help we can continue
and make an even greater difference.

To bring this section to a close we wanted to mention that Christopher was
featured as one of The fA100 Faceso by Th
mark their centenary year. The London Evening Standard put together a

centrefold feature on the 100 faces with a short sentence about each one.

The | atest edition of The | CR6s O6Searc
Christopher and Christopherés Smil e.

We hope that you enjoy reading this edition of our bi -annual Newsletter
and we would appreciate any feedback you may have.

www.christopherssmile.org.uk



Since our 1st Newsletter....

I n early March we were guests on a cd
Show editions on Radio Surrey (formerly known as BBC Southern
Counties Radio.) The first time was somewhat nerve wracking as we
hadnét been into a studio before and
challenges either as the slot had changed once we had arrived and we

had 30 seconds fAthinking on our feet
we were the APrime Minister for the
aged to get across a message about our aims and why it is so impor-
tant that we raise funds for childhood cancer research. We have posted
the interviews on the website in case
We have been fortunate to receive invitations to speak to several groups including
Heathrow and Ascot Rotary Clubs. Despite having presented and trained in the past to
wide and varied audiences, with such personal and emotional subject matter, it will al-
ways be a difficult thing to do. We have, having said this, been really well supported by
both Clubs and we have built a positive ongoing relationship which is fantastic for the
charity and very motivating for us as well.
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An interesting activity for us was a AFami
wood College Speech Day in May. We had great support from a photographer

friend Kathy, who offered her time for the day, we borrowed a printer from The

Flash Centre and some technical manpower from Steven Loader and set up our
Astudi oo at the school . I't was a successf
what they were doing, it worked really well. A good team effort.

Onto our eventsé.We have been trying to

suit as wide a range of ages and interests as possible.
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