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Welcome and update from Karen & Kevin

elcome to our spring/
summer newsletter.
We’ve been busy in
the background for a few months
and as a result, we’re pleased to
now be able to share with you our
recent fantastic research and
media news. When we started
Christopher’s Smile in 2008 our
objective was to help children
with cancer through research into ABOVE: Karen and Kevin live on BBC News Channel
new treatments. In the intervening years we have fully funded 6 research grants and provided key laboratory
equipment. Funding research sometimes appears to be like a duck swimming upstream – plenty of activity
below the surface but above the surface little appears to be happening. There are times though when the
results of the hard work are brought to the fore and a real change is made. The recent
development of the genetic test for childhood tumours is an great example where our funding is really making
a significant difference.
On 31st March the story of our funded test was splashed to the world by the BBC. Along with the Institute of
Cancer Research, we appeared on BBC features throughout the day and were interviewed live on BBC Radio
and TV with an additional live interview on ITV London News at 6pm. We feel extremely proud that our small
charity was invited to appear on national and international TV publicising work we had initiated and funded and
which really will make a difference for children, especially for those children who currently receive the worst
prognosis.
We took the decision to fund Molecular Pathology back in 2012. Since then work has progressed to develop
and validate a genetic sequencing test with the ensuing development of processes needed to make the test a
reality for children diagnosed with cancer. We have been disappointed in the fact that there have not been
many significant changes to the way children with cancer are treated since Christopher was diagnosed in
2006. This new genetic test heralds the start of a big and necessary step change if we are to see
improvement in children’s survival rates and their quality of life. Clinicians will be provided with an
unprecedented level of information about each tumour thus enabling decisions on the best treatment options to
be made. This test represents the start of a huge change
and we are proud to be involved. We will of course keep
you updated on further news as data now starts to be
gathered.
We are still working hard to raise funds for further
important work and we would love to hear from you if
you’d like to be involved, take part in activities we’re
organising or organise your own fundraising activities.
Please “like” our facebook page or follow us on Twitter
(@cozkids) to keep up to date and help us to spread the
word. We’re also now looking for followers on Instagram ABOVE: Karen and Kevin live on ITV 6 o’clock News
too (cozkids) so feel free to follow us!
Enjoy the newsletter
Karen & Kevin
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Diary Dates

We’ll be bag packing at Sainsbury’s Camberley on 29th and 30th April.
If you can help out for a couple of hours, please let us know.
Last year we had a great team of volunteers who helped to marshal on
the Weybridge stretch of the Ride London Cycle Ride. We’ll be assisting
again this year on Sunday 31st July and we’re hoping to have an even
bigger team of volunteers! Please get in touch if you’d like to join our
team or would like to know more. It was great fun last time and if you
come along you’ll be helping to raise funds for the charity too as we
receive a payment and a place for the following year’s Ride London
event.

Our very first “Bounceathon” event!
On Saturday 2nd July from 10 – 4pm you will
have an opportunity to have some fun and test
your “bouncing skills” in our first bounceathon
event! It’s free to take part and with a 15 minute
bounce slot. You can also set yourself a
“maximum number of bounces in a minute”
challenge if you’re feeling competitive! We’d
like you to collect sponsorship for your
bounceathon and we can help you to set up a
page or provide you with sponsor form and
details. Please get in touch using the email
address at the bottom of this page for
further information—all ages are welcome.
Check our social media pages for updates and
information as new things are happening.
We now also have an Instagram account in case
you’d like to follow us there too!
We’ve been working together with The Rotary Club of Ascot who organised their Golf Day this year
on 20th April to benefit Christopher’s Smile along with other Rotary supported charities. More than
64 players took part in the golfing challenge during the day and joined for the winner’s presentations
and dinner in the evening. The sun shone and it was a great event. Our thanks to the Rotary Club,
to all the participating teams and to the day’s sponsors.

ABOVE L to R: On the course; tombola prizes and evening winners presentations

Please get in touch with us at

info@christopherssmile.org.uk

www.christopherssmile.org.uk

Recent Events & Supporters’ News & Activities

ABOVE: Lucy Cavendish Singers

We were delighted to work in association with the fantastic Team at
The Brandenburg Choral Festival of London in February this
year. Our supporter ticket sales from the concert performed by the
Lucy Cavendish Singers at Covent Garden benefitted the charity
and guests were mesmerised by the beautiful voices in a fabulous
peaceful setting amidst the hustle bustle of London. Our thanks to
the organisers, to the choir and to those who joined us for the
concert. It was a lovely evening.

Sunday 28th February was Captain’s Day at Camberley Heath Golf
Club and the start of a busy year for new Captain Darren Noel.
Darren, whose son was at school with Christopher during his short
time before becoming ill, has chosen to support Christopher’s
Smile throughout his year as Captain. We were pleased to have
the opportunity to talk to Members and be involved in the day. The
support is fantastic and we’re looking forward to a good year!
ABOVE: Darren Noel, Captain with Karen and Kevin on Captain’s Day

ABOVE: Bettina, Karen, Denise and
Sharon—top bag packers!

Easter was a busy time with a number of fundraising activities.
Waitrose in Frimley invited us back in store for our “Annual
Easter bag pack”. It is great to be recognised now by not only
Partners in the store but also a number of the customers who again
were generous and helped to raise more than £800. Good Friday
proved busy at Jakes Playworld in Sandhurst where we held an
Easter egg tombola with 80 chocolate eggs kindly donated by
General Electric in Bracknell. The Team at Jakes also hosted an
Easter egg raffle with our donated eggs. This was drawn on Saturday
with almost £400 being raised through both activities.
Our Easter Draw took
place on 26th March
and raised in excess of
£1400.
Thank
you
everyone who took part
and Congratulations to
our winners.

ABOVE: Kevin and Karen with help
for the tombola and raffle from Jakes
Playworld Team on Good Friday

The Royal Grammar School in
Guildford’s Bake Off competition
took place on 21st March. This
was expertly organised by staff
member Katherine Walker along
with Rebecca Rathmell. There
was a staff category and student
category. As you can see by the
photos,
the
standard
was
ABOVE : Winning Bake Off
exceptional. Well done all for your
students
efforts. It all looked amazing!

ABOVE LHS: Kasia and Kim drawing some of the
winning tickets. ABOVE RHS: Draw Prizes

ABOVE : Creative winning cakes

info@christopherssmile.org.uk
www.christopherssmile.org.uk

Recent Events & Supporters’ News & Activities
LEFT: Children at Prior Heath School in Camberley present a cheque to
Kevin and Karen on World Book Day.

It is always wonderful to receive support from local schools
and to meet and talk to both staff and pupils. We recently
received a cheque for £225 from Prior Heath School in
Camberley. We were invited into school assembly to
collect the cheque on World Book Day and we felt most out
of place as we were the only ones not dressed as a
character from a book! Teachers and staff looked fantastic.
Knights Group has been fundraising and successfully
organised activities which culminated in a donation of £1,000
being presented to us in March. Well done everyone —we value
your support.
Clare Gallagher recently organised
a very impressive Bake Off with
colleagues at Hilson Moran in
Farnborough to help boost funds. The
professional-looking judges must
ABOVE: Knights Group managers and staff
have had a very tough time judging present
a cheque from the Anthony Knights
as the cakes looked delicious! Clare
Foundation
also rose to the challenge of the Fleet
Half Marathon on 20th March and Long-time supporter and friend Lisl
rose
to
the
finished safely with no injuries raising Haldenwang
challenge of the Brighton Marathon
yet more funds for the charity.
on Sunday 17th April in memory of
RHS: Lisl at
her son Otto who passed away from
ABOVE: Bake Off judges with
the finish of
winning cakes and Clare at the
2016 Brighton
a brain tumour shortly before
finish of Fleet Marathon
Marathon
Christopher. Lisl was running in
support of the charity and did a
We presented the charity to the “Top
sterling job in her first marathon.
Team” at British Friendly in Bedford
Well done Lisl and congratulations
earlier in March this year and we
on such an achievement. Thank
were delighted to have been
you also for raising more than
successfully chosen to be supported
£1200 in sponsorship.
this year. We’re looking forward to
the Launch Event on 12th May at
which we’ll present the charity to
invited guests.

RHS L to R: Lightwater Leisure Centre
Manager Gavin Springett, Kim Pritchard,
Karen and Kevin at the book stall

Kim Pritchard recently set up a book sale
at Lightwater Leisure Centre which has now
successfully raised more than £300. A great
idea and a great sum of money!
Our thanks to Rotary Club of Wokingham for their £100 donation following our recent
presentation to members at the club.

www.christopherssmile.org.uk

Ways to donate to Christopher’s Smile

Did you know that you can donate to
Christopher’s Smile by sending a simple
text from your mobile phone?
Christopher’s Smile uses

To donate £3 to Christopher’s Smile simply text the following:

COZK15 £3
to
70070
To make a £5 donation text COZK15 £5.
You can donate any amount from £1 to £99.

info@christopherssmile.org.uk

Regular Giving
You can help Christopher’s Smile by setting up a standing order to give on a regular basis. Any
amount helps, a few pounds a month makes a huge difference and 100% of your donation will go to
childhood cancer research.

STANDING ORDER INSTRUCTION
(Please complete in block capitals)
To: THE MANAGER

.............................……………………………………………….BANK LTD
…………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….
Please pay to the account of:
Christopher’s Smile
HSBC Bank plc
29 High Street
Camberley
GU15 3RE
(bank sort code 40-16-05; Payee's account number 81847120)
the sum of

Please tick the ‘Gift Aid’ box below if you are a UK
taxpayer* so that Christopher’s Smile can reclaim
the tax you will have paid on your donation. For
every £1 you give us we can claim 25p more. To
qualify for Gift Aid, it is vital you give your FULL
NAME, HOME ADDRESS, POSTCODE,

£:.........................

on the.......................day of the month
and then monthly thereafter until further notice
Signed:...............................................………………....
Sort code:…… -………-………Account number: ......................................................…
Name:………….........................................................…………
Address:……………..............................................…………...
…………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………
Postcode:……................................................
Date …………………………………………
*You can claim Gift Aid if you are a UK taxpayer and have paid income or Capital Gains Tax at least
equal to the amount we reclaim

Registered Charity No.
1129906

Print this form, complete your details and return to Christopher’s Smile, PO Box , 1363 Lightwater,GU18 5ZS. We will
then forward the information to your bank.

Please continue your support—it is important to us. We look forward
to seeing you soon. Karen & Kevin.

www.christopherssmile.org.uk

